
03.14.23 - PlasmidFactory announces appointment of Berthold Hackl and Dr Eduard Ayuso to Board of Directors
(biospectrum)

PlasmidFactory opened a new HQ (High Quality) production facility that is generating high-quality, cutting-edge plasmids
as well as minicircles in large scale, and since partnering with global healthcare-focused private equity firm ARCHIMED in
September 2022, has been working actively to build a GMP (Good Manufacturing Practices)-compliant facility to continue
meeting the needs of the client base. 

Berthold Hackl is a successful executive, advisor and board member in the life sciences across VC, PE and public
environments and at various life sciences related companies. He brings with him over thirty years of industrial
experience in Europe and the US in the areas of equity raising, buy-and-build, exits and the development of new
markets.  Dr Eduard Ayuso brings to PlasmidFactory an extensive experience in the use of plasmids as starting
materials for manufacturing ATMPs, molecular knowledge on the design of AAV helper plasmids and an international
network of industry and academic experts in the field of gene therapies. He is currently the Chief Technology Officer
at DiNAQOR (Zürich, Switzerland), a genetic medicine platform company focused on addressing severe inherited
cardiac and kidney diseases and CEO of DINAMIQS (Zurich, Switzerland) a CDMO providing a comprehensive range of
manufacturing services, process development, quality control and analytics solutions to support and optimize the
most promising gene therapy projects. 

03.14.23 - Precision Medicine Group Appoints John Hubbard, PhD, as Board of Directors Chair (PR)
Precision Medicine Group (PMG), a leading next-generation provider of drug development and commercialization services,
today announced the appointment of John Hubbard, PhD, as Chairman of its Board of Directors. Dr. Hubbard was
previously the President and Chief Executive Officer of Bioclinica, a leading provider of medical imaging, clinical
technology, and development services. Under Dr. Hubbard’s leadership, Bioclinica doubled in size, completed several
acquisitions, and significantly expanded its customer base before being sold in October 2016. Before his work at
Bioclinica, Dr. Hubbard was Senior Vice President and Worldwide Head of Development Operations at Pfizer, where he
directed and led global clinical operations and development of more than 450 clinical studies per year. He also served as a
member of the Portfolio Strategy and Investment Committee, Chair of the Enterprise Precision Medicine Steering
Committee, and member of the Worldwide Research and Development Executive Leadership Team. Earlier, he was Group
President of ICON plc’s Global Clinical Research Services Division, one of the top five global CROs.

03.14.23 - DEM BioPharma Appoints Miriam Merad, M.D., Ph.D., to Scientific Advisory Board (PR)
DEM BioPharma, Inc. (DEM Bio), an immune-oncology company developing therapies that target signals on cancer cells
and macrophages to eliminate cancer, today announced the addition of Miriam Merad, M.D., Ph.D., to its Scientific
Advisory Board. Dr. Merad is the Director of the Precision Immunology Institute at Mount Sinai School of Medicine in New
York and the Director of the Mount Sinai Human Immune Monitoring Center (HIMC), which she founded. Her research over
the past 20 years has focused on understanding the mechanisms that control the development and functional identity of
dendritic cells and macrophages during homeostasis, and examining how these regulations are changed in cancer and
inflammatory diseases. Dr. Merad is credited with identifying the tissue resident macrophage lineage and revealing its
distinct role in organ physiology and pathophysiology.

03.13.23 - CRISPR Therapeutics Announces Transition of Chief Financial Officer (PR)
Prior to joining CRISPR Therapeutics, Dr. Prasad served in various roles at William Blair & Company since March 2014,
most recently as a Partner. While at William Blair he was a senior biotechnology analyst covering small-cap, mid-cap and
large-cap companies. He led the firms’ initiative on launching coverage in the areas of cell therapy, gene therapy, and
gene editing. Dr. Prasad previously worked as a research associate with the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill’s
Gillings School of Global Public Health and as an independent consultant with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.
He also serves on the advisory board of Portal Innovations, a life sciences venture development engine.

03.13.23 - Genezen Announces the Appointment of Steven J. Favaloro as Chief Executive Officer to Support Next Phase of
Growth (PR)

Genezen has a decade of experience in viral vector manufacturing and boasts an experienced and innovative team at the
helm. In September 2022, the company completed construction on a new, cGMP multi-vector production facility in
Fishers, Indiana. Majority investor, Ampersand Capital Partners, is supporting investment in further expansion that will
see the addition of a future site close to the key customer hub in Boston, Massachusetts as well as additional US and
international expansion in 2023 and beyond to position the company as a premier partner for gene and cell therapy
innovators. Steven J. Favaloro as President and Chief Executive Officer (CEO). Favaloro brings extensive experience in
gene and cell therapy, on both the innovator and CDMO side, from executive positions at Arbor Biotechnologies, Arranta
Bio, and Brammer Bio.

03.10.23 - AskBio Appoints Gustavo Pesquin as CEO (contractpharma)
Sheila Mikhail, Co-Founder and the company's first CEO, will transition to a part-time role as Adviser/Co-Founder, and will
remain a member of AskBio's Board. Under Mikhail's leadership as CEO since 2017, AskBio has grown to over 800
employees operating in five countries and has advanced six therapeutics through IND, including potential treatments for
congestive heart failure, Parkinson's disease, Huntington's disease, multiple system atrophy, Pompe disease and limb-
girdle muscular dystrophy type 2I/R9. Under her leadership, AskBio built two contract development and manufacturing
organization (CDMO) businesses, Viralgen Vector Core SL and TAAV Biomanufacturing Solutions SL. In her new role,
Mikhail will continue to support the strategic direction and growth of AskBio. She will also continue to support Columbus
Children's Foundation (CCF) in its development of gene therapies for ultra-rare diseases. In addition to his experience as
Chief Commercial Officer at Amneal, Pesquin brings more than 10 years of experience at Sanofi, where he served in
leadership roles of increasing responsibility, including North America Head for General Medicines as well as Global Head of
the Diabetes and Cardiovascular Franchise. Prior to Sanofi, he held Regional Head, General Manager, Sales Head and
Strategy Head roles at Abbott and Pfizer; Brand Management roles at Procter & Gamble; and consultant roles with Boston
Consulting Group. 
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03.09.23 - Alnylam Announces Appointment of Peter Kellogg to Board of Directors (medtechalert)
Throughout his career, Mr. Kellogg played a critical role at leading biopharmaceutical companies with responsibility for
core financial functions, including investor relations, corporate strategy, business development and alliance
management. He most recently served as EVP, Chief Corporate Strategy Officer and had previously served as EVP,
Chief Financial Officer at Celgene Corporation where he was instrumental in the consistent, year-over-year delivery of
strong operating results up through the Company’s acquisition in 2019 by Bristol Myers Squibb. Prior to Celgene, Mr.
Kellogg held the position of Chief Financial Officer at Merck & Co., Biogen Inc., and Frito Lay International, a division of
PepsiCo, Inc. Currently, Mr. Kellogg serves as a member of the Board of Directors of Idorsia Ltd.

03.09.23 - ROME Therapeutics Appoints Keith Wilcoxen, Ph.D., as Executive Vice President, Early Development (PR)
Dr. Wilcoxen’s career spans more than two decades in the biopharmaceutical industry. He joins ROME from Zenas
BioPharma where he served as Senior Vice President, Global Research, overseeing all pre-clinical and translational
activities for a portfolio of autoimmune therapeutic candidates. Prior to joining Zenas, Dr. Wilcoxen was Vice President
of Diligence and Non-Clinical Development, followed by Vice President of Translational Research at Boston
Pharmaceuticals where he was a core member of the Research and Development leadership team. In previous roles at
TESARO, culminating in the role of Executive Director and Head of Strategic Drug Hunting Partnerships, Preclinical
Research, Dr. Wilcoxen supported three Investigational New Drug submissions, including for cancer therapies TSR-011,
Jemperli™ (dostarlimab) and cobolimab, and New Drug Application submissions for cancer therapies Varubi™
(rolapitant) and Zejula™ (niraparib). He previously held roles of increasing responsibility with Eisai, Neurocrine
Biosciences and Pfizer. Dr. Wilcoxen holds a Ph.D. in chemistry from Scripps Research Institute and a B.A. in chemistry
from Northwestern University.

03.09.23 - Abata Therapeutics Appoints David Kaufman, M.D., Ph.D., to its Board of Directors (PR)
David Kaufman joined Third Rock Ventures as a venture partner in 2020 and was promoted to partner in 2022. He was
previously chief medical officer and head of translational development at the Bill and Melinda Gates Medical Research
Institute (MRI). He helped establish the Gates MRI as a “nonprofit biotech,” developing novel drugs and vaccines for
tuberculosis, malaria, enteric diseases, neonatal health, and other global health challenges. Previously, he led
translational oncology at Merck Research Laboratories, where he oversaw immuno-oncology translational medicine,
novel biomarker development, and global translational research partnering. He joined Merck through the Merck Drug
Development and Leadership Program, where he worked across vaccines, infectious diseases, and clinical oncology.
Prior to joining Merck, he was a physician in the Division of Infectious Diseases and the Center for Virology and Vaccine
Research at Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center and an Instructor in Medicine at Harvard Medical School. He is a
director of Hookipa Pharma and a director ex officio of the Society for the Immunotherapy of Cancer.

03.09.23 - CENTOGENE Appoints Ian Rentsch as Chief Commercial Officer and General Manager - Pharma (PR)
CENTOGENE’s mission is to provide data-driven, life-changing answers to patients, physicians, and pharma companies
for rare and neurodegenerative diseases. We integrate multiomic technologies with the CENTOGENE Biodatabank –
providing dimensional analysis to guide the next generation of precision medicine. Mr. Rentsch is a globally
experienced industry leader with over 25 years of experience in the pharmaceutical and life sciences sector. He has
worked with leading organizations across the globe, including IQVIA, Clinerion, AETION, VARA AI, and TriNet X –
developing a comprehensive understanding of clinical development and real-world evidence generation. With a strong
background in business administration, human resources, finance, and legal affairs, he has led global teams, exceeded
significant growth targets, and conducted operations in over 20 countries worldwide.

03.09.23 - Homology Medicines Announces Promotion of Julie Jordan, M.D., to Chief Medical Officer (seekingalpha)
Dr. Jordan brought vast industry experience to Homology, including the design and execution of global clinical trials
across multiple development areas. Prior to Homology, Dr. Jordan was responsible for clinical and scientific
development activities at Cerevel Therapeutics, including global trials for schizophrenia, focal epilepsy and anxiety
disorder. Previously, she was Executive Director of Global Clinical Development at Avanir Pharmaceuticals, Inc.,
responsible for late-stage clinical programs for neuropsychiatry indications. Dr. Jordan held positions of increasing
research and development and clinical responsibility at Teva Pharmaceutical Industries, and prior to that was Medical
Director at Medpace, Inc. Before joining industry, Dr. Jordan was a Clinical Instructor of Medicine at Harvard Medical
School, treating patients at Massachusetts General Hospital (MGH). Dr. Jordan holds an A.B. in Biology from Harvard
College and an M.D. from Harvard Medical School, and she completed her residency in internal medicine at MGH,
Harvard Medical School.

03.08.23 - Editas Medicine Strengthens Executive Leadership Team with Appointment of Linea Aspesi as Chief People
Officer (PR)

Homology Medicines, Inc. is a clinical-stage genetic medicines company dedicated to transforming the lives of
patients suffering from rare diseases by addressing the underlying cause of the disease. Ms. Aspesi joins Editas from
Forma Therapeutics, where she served as Chief Human Resources Officer and successfully led the negotiations
related to the people elements of the US $1B acquisition of Forma by Novo Nordisk in late 2022. Prior to joining Forma,
Ms. Aspesi served as Saniona’s first Chief Human Resources Officer. She also served as Vice President and Head of
Human Resources and Office Management for North America at Sobi, Inc. Earlier in her career, Ms. Aspesi held
positions of increasing responsibility at Sanofi and Genzyme, including her most recent position as Head of Human
Resources to the Industrial Affairs organization in North America.

03.07.23 - ViroCell Biologics (“ViroCell”) today announces the appointment of John A. Dawson CBE as Chairman of the
Board of Directors (pharmiweb)

ViroCell aspires to be the global viral vector supplier of choice for novel cell and gene therapy clinical trials. John’s
appointment as Chairman further validates the commercial opportunity for ViroCell and represents another major
milestone as we build towards becoming a global market leader in the viral vector clinical trial CDMO market. John was
Chief Executive Officer of Oxford Biomedica PLC (“OXB”) from 2008 to 2022 and during that period grew the firm’s
market capitalisation from £30 to at peak over £1.2 billion, bringing OXB to the FTSE 250. He has been recognised for
his leadership, with many awards, including the Scrip Award for Executive of the Year, and the Mediscience Awards
CEO of the Year. In 2022 John was awarded a Commander of the Order of the British Empire (“CBE”) for services to U.K.
Life Science by HM Queen Elizabeth II, which was conferred by HM King Charles III. 
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03.07.23 - Capsida Biotherapeutics Appoints Susan Catalano, Ph.D. as Chief Scientific Officer (PR)
Industry veteran added to complement co-founders Nicholas Flytzanis, Ph.D. and Nick Goeden, Ph.D., to build on
Company's excellence in next-generation gene therapy science and bolster efforts to advance novel platform to patients.
Flytzanis will continue to lead research and platform innovation as Chief Research and Innovation Officer and Goeden will
continue to lead technology development as Chief Technology Officer. Dr. Catalano joins Capsida from CODA
Biotherapeutics where she was CSO. Prior to that Dr. Catalano was a member of the board of directors of Cognition
Therapeutics, CSO and co-founder of the company, and architect of its discovery, preclinical, and clinical science. The
company made substantial progress under her leadership, advancing from an idea through IND filing and a full Phase 2
clinical program to an initial public offering in October 2021. Previously she held scientific leadership positions at Acumen
Pharmaceuticals, Rigel Pharmaceuticals, and Roche Palo Alto. Dr. Catalano has authored numerous publications and
patents and served as principal investigator of several National Institutes of Health (NIH) preclinical and clinical grant
awards totaling more than $120 million. 

03.01.23 - Strand Therapeutics Appoints Jay Stella as Chief Business Officer (PR)
Strand Therapeutics, the programmable mRNA company developing curative therapies for cancer and other diseases,
today announced the appointment of Jay Stella, MBA as Chief Business Officer. He will establish and lead corporate and
business development, and also be responsible for portfolio strategy, new product planning, and finance. Jay brings
close to three decades of leadership in the pharmaceutical and biomedical industries with extensive experience in
strategy, finance, and operations. Most recently, he was responsible for Corporate Strategy and Business Development
at Akouos, Inc., a Boston-based precision genetic medicines company and played an instrumental role in the sale of the
company to Eli Lilly. Jay has also worked for Sai Life Sciences, Takeda, Millennium, Biogen, Genetics Institute, as an
independent consultant.

03.01.23 - Poseida Therapeutics Appoints Five New Members to Its Gene Therapy Scientific Advisory Board (PR)
Ian Alexander, MBBS, Ph.D., Professor of Pediatrics and Molecular Medicine at the University of Sydney, Australia;
Julian Grünewald, M.D., Assistant Professor at the Technical University of Munich, Germany;
Mark Kay, M.D., Ph.D., Professor of Pediatrics and Genetics at Stanford University;
Mark Tracy, Ph.D., President of Tracy BioConsulting, LLC; and
Kathryn Whitehead, Ph.D., Professor of Chemical Engineering and Biomedical Engineering at Carnegie Mellon University
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