
02.16.23 - Aera Therapeutics Launches with $193 Million in Financing to Enable and Advance the Next Generation of
Transformative Genetic Medicines (PR)

Aera Therapeutics announced its launch today with a vision to harness its proprietary delivery platform to unlock the
potential of genetic medicines across a wide range of modalities and therapeutic areas. Aera’s delivery platform is based
on research conducted in the laboratory of scientific founder Feng Zhang, Ph.D., core member of the Broad Institute of
MIT and Harvard, McGovern Institute investigator, the James and Patricia Poitras Professor of Neuroscience at MIT and
an investigator at the Howard Hughes Medical Institute, and is designed to address the limitations of today’s delivery
technologies in order to more broadly enable new genetic medicines. The company has raised $193 million in combined
Series A and B financings led by ARCH Venture Partners, GV and Lux Capital. Aera’s founding leadership and board of
directors includes:

Akin Akinc, Ph.D., chief executive officer and board member
John Maraganore, Ph.D., board chair and former founding chief executive officer, Alnylam
Robert Nelsen, board member and managing director, ARCH Venture Partners
Issi Rozen, board observer and venture partner, GV
Vicki Sato, Ph.D., board member and former president, Vertex Pharmaceuticals
David Schenkein, M.D., board member and general partner, GV
Josh Wolfe, board member and co-founder and managing partner, Lux Capital

02.15.23 - Morphoceuticals Raises $8 million to Advance Electroceutical Approach to Regenerative Medicine (PR)
Morphoceuticals Inc., a biotechnology company, announced it closed an $8 million Seed-2 funding round led by Prime
Movers Lab and initial investor Juvenescence. Morphoceuticals is pioneering the use of artificial intelligence-guided
electroceuticals to regenerate limbs, repair tissues, and regenerate organs, leveraging the groundbreaking work of
Professors Michael Levin and David Kaplan from Tufts University. 

02.14.23 - KKR-backed Replay and MD Anderson form new product company Syena to pioneer first-in-class TCR-NK cell
therapy (biospace)

Cordblood-derivedT-Cell Receptor Natural Killer (TCR-NK) platform offers potential for scalable off-the-shelf cell
therapy. Syena was co-founded by Professor Katy Rezvani, M.D., Ph.D., an oncologist and pioneer of engineered NK cell
therapy. Phase 1 study in solid tumors and hematological malignancies anticipated to commencein Q2 2023

02.14.23 - Alexis Borisy, Zach Weinberg debut $520M idea for a new biotech investing model (endpts)
Alexis Borisy and Zach Weinberg first met when they were each leading a company that they co-founded. Foundation
Medicine, where Borisy was founding CEO and later chairman, struck a partnership with Weinberg’s Flatiron Health —
before both companies were ultimately acquired by Roche. In their latest venture, Curie.Bio has reeled in $520 million
from marquee investors such as GV, Casdin, ARCH Venture Partners, a16z bio+health and NexTech. The funds are split
into two entities: There’s a seed fund with $270 million to invest in early-stage companies, and the other $250 million will
go toward building an R&D services arm that will work as a “drug discovery co-pilot,” working alongside the founders to
devise and execute experimental plans all the way down to finding a vendor. Details of the new fund were reported earlier
Tuesday by STAT.

02.14.23 - Cell therapy biotech nabs Series A; Metagenome startup snags $77M round (endpts)
Alloplex Biotherapeutics has secured about $20 million of an estimated $25 million round, per SEC paperwork. CEO Frank
Borriello posted to LinkedIn two months ago noting the company would look to close a Series A by Jan. 27. Borriello, a
former VP at Baxalta, formed the US-Australian biotech in 2016. The biotech’s so-called SUPLEXA cells, a non-engineered
cell therapy, entered a Phase I in Australia last April for patients with metastatic solid tumors and hematologic
malignancies, per a US clinical trials database. The study is slated to wrap up next February and enroll 60 patients.

02.14.23 - Ryne Biotechnology Awarded $4 Million from the California Institute for Regenerative Medicine (PR)
Ryne Biotechnology, Inc. (Ryne Bio), a therapeutics company leveraging induced pluripotent stem cell (iPSC) technology
to discover and develop a platform of off-the shelf neuron replacement therapies for neurological disorders, today
announced that the California. Institute for Regenerative Medicine (CIRM) has awarded the company a $4 million Clinical
Stage Research Program (CLIN1) grant. This funding will enable the company to advance its lead candidate. RNDP-001, an
iPSC-derived dopamine neuron progenitor for the treatment of both inherited and idiopathic forms of Parkinson’s
disease, through submission of an Investigational New Drug (IND) application within the next 12 months.

02.14.23 - A Texas-based biotech becomes the latest to enter the SPAC scene (endpts)
the Dallas-based SPAC Financial Strategies Acquisition Corp. announced it will merge with Austin Biosciences Corp., a
biotech located in its namesake. Once the deal closes, Austin Biosciences will become a subsidiary of Financial
Strategies and will be listed on Nasdaq under the symbol $ASTN.Austin shareholders will receive 12.5 million shares of the
acquiring corporation’s stock in exchange for all the capital stock of Austin Biosciences. Financial Strategies said in a
release that the value of the combined company will be around $166.3 million, with the current shareholders of the
biotech owning around 75% of the shares once the deal finishes.Austin Biosciences has several candidates in its pipeline,
mainly focused on oncology. According to the biotech’s website, it has six candidates that are all in preclinical testing and
target pancreatic, breast and lung cancer, among others.
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02.10.23 - CureVac Announces Closing of $250 million Follow-on Public Offering of Common Shares (PR)
CureVac (NASDAQ:CVAC) is a global biopharmaceutical company in the field of messenger RNA (mRNA) technology, with
more than 20 years of expertise in developing, optimizing, and manufacturing this versatile biological molecule for
medical purposes. The principle of CureVac's proprietary technology is the use of optimized mRNA as a data carrier to
instruct the human body to produce its own proteins capable of fighting a broad range of diseases. In July 2020,
CureVac entered in a collaboration with GSK to jointly develop new products in prophylactic vaccines for infectious
diseases based on CureVac's second-generation mRNA technology.

02.07.23 - Garuda Therapeutics Secures $62 Million Series B Financing to Advance Off-the-Shelf Blood Stem Cell
Technology Platform (PR)

Funding supports the continued development of Garuda’s technology platform generating the industry’s first off-the-
shelf, long-term durable blood stem cell therapies. $62 million Series B financing led by Northpond Ventures, OrbiMed
Advisors, Cormorant Asset Management, and Aisling Capital, along with participation from Sectoral Asset Management,
Mass General Brigham Ventures, Alexandria Venture Investments, and other elite investors and individuals. This brings
the   total amount of funding for the company to $134 million. The company also announced the appointment of
Raymond J. Kelleher, M.D., Ph.D., Managing Director at Cormorant Asset Management, to its Board of Directors.

02.06.23 - Slingshot Biosciences Announces $11 Million in Series A3 Financing (PR)
Slingshot Biosciences develops synthetic cells for a range of applications in diagnostics and therapeutics. Slingshot
leverages advances in distributed manufacturing, engineering, and polymer chemistry to provide an industry-first, off-
the-shelf solution for cell-like reagents that are stable, low-cost, and targeted toward a range of indications and
markets.The investment was co-led by ARCH Venture Partners and Northpond Ventures, with participation from
Anterra Capital. The new funding will enable Slingshot to accelerate the successful commercialization of its
revolutionary technology for cell and gene therapies. Slingshot will also further its adoptive cell therapy and
therapeutics platform with this financing.
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